
Assignment 1 – Formulating the Focus of your HRIA

According to Gostin and Mann (1994: 58): “All governmental policies in general, and health policies in particular, have the potential to burden human rights to a greater or lesser degree, whether by restricting freedoms, discriminating against individual or population groups, or other mechanisms. While the protection of public health may in some cases outweigh concerns relating to human rights burdens, there are many instances where human rights are needlessly infringed. ... a Human Rights Impact Assessment... allows policy makers and human rights advocates to identify potential human rights burdens posed by public health policies and suggests strategies for ameliorating those burdens.”

The purpose of the first assignment is for you to select and justify the topic of focus for your human rights impact assessment (HRIA). You will need to select one government policy or activity that:

· Either is an explicit health policy/activity or a policy/activity that has direct bearing on health
· Is a topic that is relevant to global health
· Can be a policy or activity at the local, national, or international level

You should structure your assignment around answering the following questions:

1. What is the government policy or activity you have selected? How long has it been in effect?
2. What level or levels of government is the source of this policy or activity?
3. Why does this policy or activity relate to global health?
4. Why does the policy/activity and global health topic you have selected make a good candidate for a HRIA?

Word Limit: 1000 words (including any citations and footnotes). 

Assessment Weight: This assignment is worth 10%

Marking Criteria: You will be graded on ability to (1) demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of global health, (2) demonstrate your ability to select an appropriate policy or activity to focus on, (3) demonstrate your ability to form and defend a rationale for why you want to pursue your HRIA topic, and (4) demonstrate your ability to write in a clear and persuasive fashion without grammatical infelicities.



